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I really did not intend to visit Kalimantan.
Like many other countries in Latin 
America, Mexico has plenty of very real 
forest around Veracruz, Tabasco and 
Chiapas. There are no orang-utans, I 
admit, but nevertheless a breathtaking 
deep and encompassing rain forest with 
its own wild animals. 
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But, as many things happen in Subud, I 
bought a ticket to participate in the 70th 

Anniversary of Subud Indonesia and the 
28th National Congress (February 1-5, 
2017), with a return date on February 
21st. That left me with almost two weeks 
to travel around. After meeting Osanna 
Vaughn at the Congress, who told me 
that she was spending time Kalimantan, I
bought an airline ticket for a one-week 
stay. 

To start my trip, I had to check up on my 
geography: 

Kalimantan is the Indonesian, largest 
part of the island of Borneo. The northern

part of Borneo belongs to the Republic of
Malaysia with Brunei in the middle. 

To arrive to the Subud Rungan Sari 
complex and the resort, you have to fly 
to Palangka Raya. It is the nearest city 
and airport, and is capital of the Province
of Central Kalimantan. To put Palangka 
Raya in context, in 1957 President 
Sukarno had in mind to move the capital 
of Indonesia there from Jakarta. As we 
know, the move did not materialize, but 
modern buildings and wide avenues 
were constructed giving this city an air of
elegance and spaciousness. The Rugan 
Sari Meeting Center and Resort, the 
commercial name of one of the Subud 
enterprises in Kalimantan and the place 
where I stayed, is about one hour ride by
car north of Palangka Raya.

The native people of Kalimantan are the 
Dayaks, an ethnic group located in the 
central and southern part of Borneo, with
many subgroups, dialects, customs laws,
territory and culture. They are animist in 
their beliefs, but many have converted to
Christianity and to Islam. Not long ago 
they were also still head hunters. 

The first thing that surprised me when I 
arrived in Rugan Sari was to meet a 
group of Australians and people from 
other parts of the world gathered there 
for the marriage of an Australian, 
member of a Subud family, to an 
Indonesian Dayak girl. The wedding rites 
were performed according to both 
Muslim and Dayak tradition. My first 
question was how did these two get to 
meet, and here you have to realize how 



Bapak’s vision for Subud members to 
create and establish enterprises in 
Kalimantan is being fulfilled.

Seeing it from above, the Subud 
compound is built on a linear concept. 
Our line starts with the elegant foyer of 
the Rugan Sari Resort and Meeting 
Centre, leading into a large patio 
surrounded with 6 small buildings with 4 
guest rooms each, with restaurant, pool 
and tennis courts to one side. It 
continues with the football/sport area, 
followed by a beautiful 2001 Latihan Hall
with Dayak motifs, the Bina Cita Utama
school and, beyond that, a gorgeous long
path with a wooden bridge through the 
luxurious green environment.  Our 
imaginary line finishes, after some steps,
at the top of a hill, with a huge latihan 
hall and the Muhammad Subud 
Center. The Eco Village, which hosted 
part of the Bashara Youth 2016 Camp, is 
located at the side in the hill.

Jungle bridge with I AM THE FOREST exhibition

Around facilities before the wooden path 
through the ‘jungle’, there are two huge 
rings of 47 real state plots like an 
enormous 8, most of them with houses 
built by Subud people. Pancaran 
Cahaya Bahagia, the official name of 

the project, is starting now on Phase II of 
the project with 80 plots of 1,000 sqm 
each, which may be divided further up to
4 plots of 250 sqm each. It was proposed
to me to buy a plot and, with Indonesia 
considered by some economists as the 
8th world economy and pushing (already 
above UK and France) and its GDP 
growth rate of 5.8% annual change 
(2013 World Bank), the idea is tempting. 

Eliana visits Kalimantan Permakultur Foundation

As far as Subud enterprises, Osanna tells
me that Subud people have created or 
are involved in more than 20 projects. 
Among those for profit are Kalimantan 
Gold (now absorbed into Asiamet)--long
Bapak’s dream-- which plans to start 
mining copper in 2019; the  Rugan Sari 
Resort and Meeting Center; WOW 
Borneo offering cruises on Kalimantan 
rivers surrounded by forests and 
orangutan reserves;  Borneo 
Productions International, film 
projects for the United Nations, the BBC, 
Channel NewsAsia, etc.. Among the not-
for-profit are the Bina Cita Utama 
school, a National Plus School 
(Indonesian curriculum the plus bilingual 
education) and the Permakultur 

https://www.google.com.mx/search?biw=1366&bih=581&q=indonesia+gdp+growth+rate&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MC6qzNPSz0620s_JT04syczP0y8uAdLFJZnJiTnxRanpQCGr9JSC-PSi_PKSjPiixJJUAGW4Jy49AAAA&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwi_lJXD27XSAhXq1IMKHYrWDVQQ6BMIlQEoADAR
https://www.google.com.mx/search?biw=1366&bih=581&q=indonesia+gdp+growth+rate&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MC6qzNPSz0620s_JT04syczP0y8uAdLFJZnJiTnxRanpQCGr9JSC-PSi_PKSjPiixJJUAGW4Jy49AAAA&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwi_lJXD27XSAhXq1IMKHYrWDVQQ6BMIlQEoADAR
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG


Kalimantan Foundation, holistic 
cultivation of earth. In addition, there’s 
the Yayasan Usaha Mulia, YUM, a 
registered charity in Indonesia that has 
in Central Kalimantan several projects. 
The one I visited has a community 
meeting area, a library and vocational 
training school rooms. These are the 
endeavours I came more closely into 
contact with during my visit, but there 
are many more.

Beyond the efforts being made by 
members in Kalimantan, the wedding of 
the Australian boy and the Dayak girl 
showed me another aspect of how 

Bapak’s dream is being fulfilled. Inter-
racial marriages, the mix of jiwas from 

across the sea and the indigenous 
people, will settle into this incredible 
island and their offspring will provide the
spirituality and strength to work in 
harmony with the island.  

Beyond the idea of “striking gold”, I think
that if I was young and could restart my 
life, Kalimantan could be my bet. To 
those who want to know about Bapak’s 
vision about Kalimantan, I suggest 
looking at the Subud Library, 
Compilations and Miscellaneous Items, 
Compilation of extracts of Bapak’s talks 
re: Kalimantan (PDF).  

 http://subudlibrary.net/English
%20Library/Misc_English/Kalimantan_talk
s_Rahman_Connelly_s_Compilation.PDF 


